Minnesota

Campaign Finance
Public Disclosure Board

www.cfboard.state.mn.us

Suite 190 . 658 Cedar Street . St. Paul MN 55155-1603 .

Candidates, political party units, political committees, and political funds should familiarize
themselves with issues related to categorizing and reporting receipts and expenditures of

fundraisers.

Contributions

Expenses

Fundraising Issues

All monetary contributions and in-kind contributions received for or
at a fundraiser must be reported on periodic Reports of Receipts
and Expenditures.

Contributions include all payments made by fundraiser attendees
for their share of the cost of participating in the fundraiser.

You must record the name and address of each individual from
whom you receive over $20. If an individual contributes more than
$200 in aggregate (both monetary and in-kind) you must also
record the individual's employer.

All monetary and in-kind contributions apply to the candidate’s
contribution and aggregate contribution limits.*

Individuals who volunteer their time to help or perform at a
fundraiser are not making a contribution.

*In-kind contributions (food, beverages, etc.) that have a fair-
market-value of $20 or less do not need to be recorded or
reported.

All expenses of a fundraiser must be counted as expenditures by
the entity that holds the fundraiser.

For instance —

e If an entity has a picnic as a fundraiser — the cost of the
food and beverages must be paid or accounted for by the
entity holding the fundraiser.

¢ If an entity has a dinner/dance as a fundraiser — the costs
of the food, beverage, facility rental, and entertainment are
paid for by the committee and are not separate from the
fundraiser.

¢ [f an entity has a golf event as a fundraiser - the full cost of
the event must be paid by the committee holding the
event. Green fees, cart rentals, food, etc. are not separate
from the fundraiser.
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Candidates report facility rental, food, beverages and
entertainment at a fundraiser as non-campaign disbursements.

Candidates report all other costs of the fundraiser such as
invitations, envelopes, thank-you notes, mailing costs, etc. as
campaign expenditures.

Joint Fundraisers If you plan to hold a joint fundraiser with other candidates see
Minn. Rules 4503.1200 on how to handle contributions and
expenses. You may view the rule at:
www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=4503.1200

Candidates may not receive contributions from or give
contributions to legislative, constitutional office, judicial, federal or
local candidates — you MUST insure that proceeds and expenses
from joint fundraisers are accurately reported and recorded.

Political Be aware that in some instances when the contributor receives
Contribution something of value as part of a fundraiser, the entire contribution
Refunds MAY NOT qualify for a refund through the PCR program.

Please review a Department of Revenue notice about refunds at:
www.taxes.state.mn.us/taxes/publications/revenue notices/conten
t/Revenue%20notices%2091-16.shtml.

Other issues Raffles may be considered charitable gambling and may not be
appropriate for a political fundraiser. Check with the Gambling
Control Board at 651-639-4000 if you are considering having a
raffle as part of a fundraiser.

Items donated for a silent auction are contributions from the
donor. These items are reported as in-kind contributions and in-
kind expenditures. In addition, the entity that purchases the item
is making a contribution to the committee equal to the amount
paid for the item — the fair market value of the donated item will
not likely be the same as the amount of the successful bid.

Contributions received at a fundraiser, or at any other time, that
are less than $200 from any one entity are reported as non-
itemized contributions. Many party units incorrectly list these
small contributions as miscellaneous income.
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