

















Minnesota Majority did not make direct contributions or approved expenditures to or on behalf of any
candidate or expenditures to promote or defeat a ballot question.

By statutory definition, an “independent expenditure” is “an expenditure expressly advocating the
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate . . . “. Express advocacy requires use of specific
words such as “vote for”, “elect”, “defeat” or similar words. None of the material produced by
Minnesota Majority expressly advocates the election or defeat of a candidate so as to constitute an
independent expenditure.

Minnesota does not have a statute that regulates spending by an association on what federal
statutes refer to as “electioneering communications”, which are communications identifying specific
candidates, made during specified periods before an election, and targeted to the electorate, but
which do not expressly advocate the candidate’s election or defeat. In the absence of such a
statute, the Board has no authority to regulate this type of communication.

Based on the foregoing, the Board concludes that there is no basis in Chapter 10A to require
Minnesota Majority to register a political fund and report to the Board since all of its activities subject
to these findings are outside the scope of existing statutes.

Based on the complaint, the responses, filings with the Board, presentations to the Board at
its December 2, 2008, meeting by representatives of Minnesota Majority, and the Board
investigation, the Board makes the following:

Findings Concerning Probable Cause
There is no probable cause to believe that Minnesota Majority, Inc. has engaged in any activity that
requires it to register as a political committee or to create a political fund and register it with the
Board.
Order
Based on the foregoing findings concerning probable cause, it is hereby ordered:
The complaint is dismissed. The Board’s investigation of this matter is concluded and the records of

the investigation are hereby made a part of the public records of the Board pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, Section 10A.02, subdivision 11.

Dated: December __, 2008 g{ A b\ﬁQ/\

Sven A. Wehrwein, Chair
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board

Attachments:
Exhibit 1: Index of candidate comparison pages and sample pages
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