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SUMMARY

A Minnesota official is not subject to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Chap. 10A with regard to
fundraising for federal office.

Pt

You request an advisory opinion from the Ethical Practices Board based on the following facts:

1. You are an official who also has a federal campaign committee.
2. Your federal committee has outstanding debt and may wish to accept a donation from
a lobbyist to help pay the debt.

ISSUES

Do the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Chap. 10A restrict the rights of a Minnesota official to
accept a contribution from a lobbyist or to employ other means to retire the debt of the official’s
federal campaign committee?

OPINION

A Minnesota official is not subject to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Chap. 10A with regard to
campaign fundraising for federal office.

In light of court decisions such as Weber v. Heaney, 995 F.2d 872 (8th Cir. 1993), concluding that
federal law preempts state laws governing fundraising by candidates for federal office, the Board
concludes that Minnesota Statutes Chap. 10A applies to the activities of a candidate’s principal
campaign committee registered with the Board, but not to the candidate’s committee for election to

federal office.
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