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SUMMARY 

158. The Ethical Practices Board believes that the establishment of a political action committee 
by a nonprofit corporation whose members are corporations is controlled by the provisions of 
Minn. Stat. 5 21 1 B.15, as amended in 1993, a statute that is not within the Board's jurisdiction 
and with regard to which the Board may not issue advisory opinions. 

FACTS 

As a registered lobbyist for an association that is a nonprofit corporation whose members are 
dues paying corporations, you state that the association has been discussing the possibility of 
establishing a political action fund. You ask the Ethical Practices Board for a written response 
to a series of questions. 

QUESTIONS 

1. Can the administrative cost of the association's political action fund be paid from 
Association dues or does it have to come from fund contributions? 

2. Can a portion of a member's dues be assigned to the political fund? 

3. Can the association solicit contributions to the political fund from nonmembers 
of the association? 

4. As a registered lobbyist and president of the association, what role can you play 
in recommending members' support (financially or in-kind) of a candidate if the 
association chooses not to establish a fund? 

5. Can the association endorse a candidate publicly without having established a 
political fund? 

6. Would the association or members of the association on an individual basis be 
able to run an ad paid from the association dues or funded by an individual in 








