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SUMMARY 

143. The distribution of complimentary copies of a newspaper to  legislators by the 
newspaper's publisher is included in the exceptions to the gift prohibition in Minn. Stat. 5 
10A.071 (Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, sec. 5). Payment of dues to  the Minnesota Newspaper 
Association does not cause a member to be a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal. 

FACTS 

As attorney for the Minnesota Newspaper Association (MNA) you request an advisory opinion 
as to  whether MNA's practice of providing complimentary copies to legislators violates Minn. 
Stat. 5 10A.071 based on your statement of the following facts: 

1. MNA has over the years provided legislators with complimentary copies of their 
home newspapers during the legislative session. 

2. MNA's main purpose for providing complimentary copies is to  keep legislators 
informed about events that occur in their home district. 

3. MNA members pay dues which go into the organization's general funds, some 
of which are periodically spent on lobbying. 

4. Although MNA conducts lobbying activities, you do not read the statute to 
mean that the newspapers that are members are principals within the meaning 
of the statute. 

5. The practice of distributing complimentary newspapers as described above in 
your opinion does not meet either of the criteria in subdivision 28 though all 
members pay dues to MNA. 






