
ETHICAL PRACTICES BOARD 
First Floor South, Centennial Building . 658 Cedar Street . St. Paul, MN 551 55-1 603 

Issued to: 
Richard Ottman 
2335 Blomquist Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 551 10-4809 

RE: First-time Candidate 

ADVISORY OPINION # I 3 9  

SUMMARY 

139. An individual who has been a candidate for state representative and who was a 
candidate for Rarnsey County Soil and Water Conservation Board is not a first-time candidate 
under Minn. Stat. § 10A.25, subd. 2 (c). 

FACTS 

You state that as a candidate for House District 55A you have registered a principal campaign 
committee for that office and you have signed and filed a Public Subsidy Agreement. You 
also indicate the following: 1) that you ran, filed for office, and were listed on the ballot for 
Ramsey County Soil and Water Conservation Board in 1990; 2) that the vote for the office 
you sought was county wide; 3) that the portion of House District 55A that is in Ramsey 
County is less than 20% of the total population of Ramsey County; 4) that at least 70% of 
House District 55A's population is in Ramsey County with the remainder in Washington 
County; 5) that you are confused by the meaning of "...and who has not run previously for 
any other office whose territory now includes a population that is more than one-third of the 
population of the territory of the new office." Minn. Stat: 5 10A.25, subd. 2 (c); 6) that you 
registered a principal campaign committee in December, 1981, to run for, the state House of 
Representatives in an area that is different from the present boundaries of House District 55A; 
7) that although you collected some campaign contributions and filed necessary reports with 
the Board you did not file for office in 1982; and 8) that you did not file for office at any other 
time except in the 1990 election as a candidate for Ramsey County Soil and Water 
Conservation Board. 

You ask the Board the following questions: 






